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INTRODUCTION

Bishop Monkton Parish Councilwillconsiderrequestsfordonated benchestobeinstalled on public
spaceswithinthe parish. Thesefacilities willbe enjoyed by awide range of people and the Councilwill ensure
thattheyaremanaged andregulatedforthe mutualbenefitofall.

OBJECTIVES OF THEPOLICY
Thispolicy has been producedwiththefollowingguidingprinciples:
» To be respectful, sympathetic and easily understood by residents;
» Tobalance the sometimes contrasting needs of the donor and avariety of facility usersasbenches are
notappropriateforallsites.
* Tomaintain and enhance the appearance of sites and not detract from their prime purpose.
» Toclearlyestablishtheresponsibilityfor maintenance, repairandreplacement of donated
benches.
» Toachieve full cost recovery by Bishop Monkton Parish Council for any benches provided.

DONATION OF BENCHES

Siting, type of bench and inscription

Allexistingand potentialbenchlocations and details ofthe type of bench appropriateforeachsitein the
parish of Bishop Monkton have been mapped and are shown onthe Asset Register.
Donatedbencheswillonlybe placedinpositions specified bythe council. Achoice of positionmay be
offered. Allrequestsregardingthe donation ofabench should be madetothe Clerkviaemail.
Allapplicationswill befully considered by the Parish Council.

Abenchwillbe selectedin consultationwiththe donor, of atype and standard approved by the Parish
Council. Allinscriptions on plaquesto be attached to benches are limited totextonly and where
appropriatealogo. Allplaques aretobe approved by the Parish Counciltoensurethattheyare appropriate
and complywith otherpolicies.

Costs and future maintenance

Thedonorwillmeetthe costofthe purchase andinstallation ofthe bench and plaque. The

ownership ofbenchesremainswiththedonor.

Onceerected andonthe payment of aninitialfee based onthe type of bench purchased, the basic
maintenance ofthe benchwillbecome theresponsibility of the Parish Councilduringthe period of its natural
life.

Ifmajormaintenanceisrequired, the donorwillbe consulted and invitedto meet/contributetowards the
cost. Ifrepairsare notviable, thedonorwillbe consulted regardingdisposalorreplacement.
Whenthebenchreachesthe end ofits naturallife, the originaldonorwillbe contacted wherever possible,and
askedwhethertheywishtopurchaseareplacementbench.

The Parish Council reservestherighttoremove any donated benchthat has been damaged and thatin the
view ofthe Councilisbeyond economicalrepair oris unsafe havingmade every effortto contact thedonor.
The Parish Councilreservestherighttore-locate benchesforoperationalrequirements. Forshortterm
relocationthedonorwillnotbe consulted. Forlongertermre-location,donorswillbe advised of the new
position and the reasons for moving.
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