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2025/102 Introduction from the Chairman and a reminder of the Council’s 

expectations for the audio or visual recording of this meeting.  
In accordance with the Openness of Local Government Bodies Regulations 2014, persons 
attending the meeting may record/film/photograph and make audio recordings or broadcast the 
proceedings of the formal Council meeting when the public and press are not lawfully excluded. 
This does not extend to live verbal commentary. Any member of the public who attends a 
meeting and objects to being filmed should advise the Parish Clerk who will instruct that they 
are not included in the filming. In addition, the council may record audio from the meeting to aid 
the accuracy of the minutes. When meeting minutes are formally accepted as a true record of 
events by the council, the audio recording will be deleted. 

       
2025/103 To receive any apologies. 
 
2025/104 To consider the apologies and decide whether to approve reasons for 

absence.   
 

2025/105 Declaration of Interests 
a) To receive any declarations of interest. 
b) To receive, consider and decide upon any applications for 

dispensation  
 
2025/106 To approve the minutes of the Meeting of Bishop Monkton Parish 

Council held Tuesday 17th June 2025. 
 
2025/107 Public Participation  
 To convene a public participation session to allow members of the public to make 

representation in respect of the business on the agenda. No resolutions can be made under 
public participation.  

 NOTE: The public participation session shall not exceed 15 minutes unless directed by the 
Chairman and each member of the public shall not speak for more than 3 minutes. A question 
at the meeting shall not require a response or debate during the meeting. The Chairman may 
direct that a written or oral response may be given. 

 
  

Bishop Monkton Parish Council Agenda 
 

To all Councillors: 
You are summoned to attend a Meeting of Bishop Monkton Parish Council to be 

held Tuesday 15th July 2025. This will take place in the Methodist Hall, Bishop 

Monkton, commencing at 19.00 hours. 

 
Meetings are open to the press and public by virtue of the Public Bodies Admissions to Meetings Act 1960 

(s1) unless the presence is prejudicial to the public interest (s2) 
 

 

 

 

mailto:bishopmonkton.pc@gmail.com


  
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2025/108 To receive a report from Cllr Nick Brown of North Yorkshire County 

Council.  
   
2025/109 Clerk’s report.  To note the clerks report.  

   
2025/110 Financial matters.  

a) To approve the payments as per the schedule attached. 
b) To note the contracted ongoing payments.  
c) To note the bank reconciliation. 

 
2025/111 Planning matters.  

a) To consider and make observations on the following planning 
applications. 

• APPLICATION NO: 6.54.270.E.FUL HGTZC25/01179/FUL 
PROPOSAL: Permission to change the temporary manager's 
accommodation and 2no. holiday lets to form permanent residential 
units. 
LOCATION: Mill View Cottage Boroughbridge Road Bishop Monkton 
Harrogate North Yorkshire HG3 3QN 
GRID REF: E 433761 N 466730 
APPLICANT: Miss Jane Fowler 

 

• APPLICATION NO: 25/01394/FUL 
PROPOSAL: Single storey rear extension and single storey lean 
to carport to side of property. Extension of roof over rear 
balcony. Felling of 2 no. Rowan trees within Bishop Monkton 
Conservation Area. 
LOCATION: Bridge End Cottage St Johns Road Bishop 
Monkton North Yorkshire HG3 3QU 
GRID REF: E 432931 N 466249 
APPLICANT: Mr Jonathan Sizer 

• PUBLIC ACCESS: view file 
 

• APPLICATION NO: 6.54.288.A.FULMAJ 
HGTZC24/03358/FULMAJ 
PROPOSAL: RECONSULTATION ON AMENDED PLANS AND 
DOCUMENTS AND REDUCTION IN NUMBER OF UNITS: 
Residential development of 58 dwellings, including access, 
landscaping, public open space and associated infrastructure. 
LOCATION: Land Comprising Field At 432447 466225 Moor 
Road Bishop Monkton North Yorkshire 
GRID REF: E 432447 N 466225 
APPLICANT: Alfa Homes Limited 
PUBLIC ACCESS: view file 
 

• APPLICATION NO: 25/02017/FUL 



  
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

PROPOSAL: Widen site entrance by 600mm. Minor 
modifications to existing stone boundary wall and railings. 
Replacement of gravel with reclaimed yorkstone cobbles to first 
4.5m of driveway. New wrought iron vehicular gates (in style to 
match existing railings). 
LOCATION: Little Garth St Johns Road Bishop Monkton North 
Yorkshire HG3 3QU 
GRID REF: E 432922 N 466237 
APPLICANT: Shervington 
PUBLIC ACCESS: view file 

 
b) To note planning decisions. 

There are no planning decisions to note.  
 

c) To note planning enforcements. 
There are no planning enforcements to note. 
 

2025/112 Ongoing matters.   
a) To receive an update from Cllr Sargeson in relation to proposals for 

replacement equipment for the play area located at the playing fields.  
b) To receive an update from Cllr Culshaw in relation to the plan to provide 

an item to celebrate the Coronation of HM King Charles III, namely the 

Coronation Walk including an update on Uredale Community 
Partnership and the application for funding for the Coronation Walk. 
 and decide any action as appropriate.   

c) For councillors to consider the draft Deed of Easement between Yorkshire 
Water, Kebble Homes and Bishop Monkton Parish Council. (circulated 
under separate cover) and consider approval and signature of same.  

d) For the council to receive an update on the planning application from 
Avant Homes.  

e) For members to receive an update on grant funding applicable to the 
councils requirements.  

f) For members to receive an update on the GAP Analysis in relation to the 
Local Council Awards Scheme and consider further actions.  

g) To receive an update on the purchase and instalment of hand pumps on 
the beck area.  
 

2025/113 New matters and correspondence.  
a) To receive a presentation from Caddick Construction in relation to 

development plans for Mains Lane.  
b) For members to consider communication received in relation to the North 

Yorkshire Mobile Library provision and decide if Bishop Monkton wishes to 
continue with this service.  

c) For members to consider the potential to change the name of the ‘Parish’ 
Council.  

d) For members to consider an amendment to the wording of para 18 of the 
Council’s Recording Policy. 



  
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

e) For members to receive an update on the Village Halls proposal to apply 
for S106 funds to facilitate a project.  

f) For members to consider the PC submission to North Yorkshire in 

relation to the new local plan consultation.  
g) For members to consider pursuing the feasibility of developing a 

Neighbourhood plan. 

h) For members to consider the street naming request for development 

on Land Comprising Field At 432860 465889, Knaresborough Road, 
Bishop Monkton. 
 

2025/114 To agree items to be communicated to residents, and the methods to be 
employed.  

 
2025/115 To notify the clerk of matters for inclusion on the agenda at the next 

meeting.  
   
2025/116 The next Ordinary meeting of Bishop Monkton Parish Council will be 

held Tuesday 16th September 2025 in the Methodist Room. The latest date 
for members to submit items for consideration on the agenda and reports on tasks is 
Monday 8th September  2025.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
2024/xxx Introduction from the Chairman and a reminder of the Council’s 

expectations for the audio or visual recording of this meeting.  
    
2024/xxx To receive any apologies. 
    
2024/xxx To consider the apologies and decide whether to approve reasons for 

absence. 
 

2024/xxx Declaration of Interests  
a) To receive any declarations of interest. 
b) To receive, consider and decide upon any applications for dispensation. 

 
2024/xxx To approve the minutes of the Bishop Monkton Parish Council Ordinary 

Meeting held xxxxxxx 2024. (Circulated under separate cover) 
   
2024/xxx Public Participation For members of the public to raise matters on items listed on the 

agenda only. The session will last for a period of fifteen minutes only, with each 
participant having 3 minutes to speak. Please note that there will be no decisions made 
on matters raised in this session. Should there be a requirement then the matter will be 
brought to the agenda at the next meeting of the council. The Chairman may request the 
clerk to provide a written response.  

 
2024/xxx Clerk’s report.  To note the clerks report. (To Follow) 

 
2024/xxx Financial matters.  

a) To approve the payments as per the schedule attached. 
b) To note the contracted ongoing payments.  

 
2024/xxx  Planning matters. 

a) To consider and make observations on the following planning applications.  
b) To note planning decisions as per attached document.   
c) To note planning enforcements as per attached document. 

2024/xxx Planning matters.  
a) To consider and make observations on the following planning applications. 
b) To note planning decisions as per attached document.  
c) To note planning enforcements as per attached document.  

 
2024/xxx Ongoing matters. 

a) Xxxxxx 
b) Xxxxxx 
c) xxxxxx 

 
2024/xxx New matters and correspondence.  



  
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

a) Xxxxxx 
b) Xxxxxx 
c) xxxxxx 

 
2024/xxx To agree items to be communicated to residents, and the methods to be 

employed. 
a) Xxxxxx 
b) Xxxxxx 
c) xxxxxx 

   
2024/xxx To notify the clerk of matters for inclusion on the agenda at the next 

meeting.  
 
2024/xxx The next Ordinary meeting of Bishop Monkton Parish Council will be held 

xxxxxxx 2024 in the Methodist Room.  
The latest date for members to submit items for consideration on the agenda 
and reports on tasks is xxxxxxx 2024. 



Item 2025/109 
Clerk’s Report 

 
 
The clerk reports the following for members to note:- 
 

1.  Work has commenced on supplying electric to the pole at the Harvest View end 
of Boroughbridge Road. A dialogue is being maintained to co-ordinate the 
electric works and the installation of the VAS Units. There has been a slight delay 
to the lead time for the VAS units due to confusion over which unit was to be 
ordered.  

2. Planning permission has been granted to cut the tree causing issues in relation 
to the broken lighting. Once this has taken place Cllr Culshaw will notify 
highways and request they attend to make the necessary repairs.  

3. The clerk has arranged to meet with officers from Harrogate to assess the 
viability of having two new waste bins in the village, one on the A61 at the top of 
Moor Road and on Mains Lane.  

4. The new accounts package is set up, with all paperwork entered to date. The 
provider corrected the error made when setting the system up.  

5. The account closure forms have been returned to HSBC. The account should be 
closed this month.  

6. The Solicitor acting in the matter of the Pinfold has requested proof of the Parish 
Council receiving rental income. The Land Registry have requested this fue to the 
application to register the land in the council’s name. The information has been 
supplied.  

7. Cllr Oliver has provided the necessary IT required to allow members of the public 
to sign up to receiving communications (agenda/minutes etc) and maintaining 
everything in compliance with GDPR. There have been a few people already 
taken the option to receive communications in this manner.  

8. A resident has indicated her interest in helping with tending to the village signs. 
Their details have been circulated to members in order that a dialogue can be set 
up for the PC/resident to work together on this project.  

9. All paperwork has been submitted to the external auditor, PKF Littlejohn, for the 
financial year 2024/2025. The clerk will advise if any questions arise.  

10. The clerk has raised the invoice in the sum of £99 to the Village Hall in respect of 
the 99 year lease agreement. Once payment is received the clerk will draft a 
docucment for both the Village Hall Management Committee and the Parish 
Council to keep on record confirming the arrangement.  

11. For members to note that the accounts with HSBC Bank have now been closed 
and funds transferred to Unity Trust. 

12. The clerk has made an application to Unity Trust Bank for a debit card, as agreed 
by members.  

13. Read Access for the new accounts package has been given to members.  



Item 2025/110 
Financial Matters 

 
 
 
A – Financial Matters for Approval 
 

Payee Reason Ex VAT VAT Total 
Account-ant Internal Audit 24/25 208.33 41.67 250.00 

YLCA Training P Goodier 73.00 0.00 73.00 

S Reid Expenses 63.02 2.82 65.84 

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

 
 
 
 
 
B – To note the ongoing Contracted Payments 
 

Payee Reason Ex VAT VAT Total 

Miss S Reid May Salary    
HSBC Monthly Account Fee 8.00 0.00 8.00 

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

 
 

 

        

           

        

 



Item 2025/113 b 
 
 
Dear Parish Clerk,  
 
North Yorkshire Library Service has received external funding to replace the existing 
mobile library, which is nearing the end of its life, with a smaller, more versatile vehicle. 
We want to take this opportunity to reach more communities and extend provision of 
library services, so have reviewed all our current stop times and have built in extra 
capacity. We are writing to you as we would like to add Bishop Monkton to our regular 
route.  
 
The proposal is to visit Bishop Monkton for one hour, every four weeks, providing access 
to books, information and digital support. We are also planning to work with other 
partners who will, on occasions, accompany the vehicle to offer outreach and 
specialised services.   
 
We have a number of qualifying criteria for new stops which your community meets, 
however, we would need your support in identifying a suitable location to park for the 
duration of the visit. The dimensions of the new vehicle are 7730mm long x 2250 wide x 
3200 high.  We would also ask for your help in promoting the service to residents.   
Please could you confirm whether you would like to receive a mobile library visit by 
responding to lee.taylor@northyorks.gov.uk  by Friday 25th July. We will need to visit to 
assess possible locations in the community to ensure that they are suitable before 
starting work on optimising our routes.   As soon as we have a full route list, we will be 
able to confirm stop days and times.  
 
It is hoped that we will take delivery of the new vehicle at the end of the summer.  After 
the new Mobile has been in operation for 12 months, we will review all our stops. We 
anticipate having a waiting list of communities who meet our criteria. If this is the case, 
we will need to take decisions based on how the Mobile Library can have the greatest 
impact and this may involve changing moving a stop to a new community.    
 
 

mailto:lee.taylor@northyorks.gov.uk


Item 2025/113 c 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Agenda item Title: Possible change of name from “Parish Council” to “Village 
Council” (or “Community Council” or “Neighbourhood Council”). 
 
Purpose of Report 
To start a discussion at this time – further consultation is likely to be required. 
 
Key Points 
Section 75 of the Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007 
(“the 2007 Act“), which came into force on 13 February 2008, inserted a new 
section 12A into the 1972 Act, and also amended sections 14, 15 and 16 of the 
1972 Act to offer flexibility in the name of a parish council and a further choice of 
alternative styles available to a parish council. These alternative styles are 
community, neighbourhood and village 
See : LTN N 
 
The name “Parish” has strong connotations with the Church of England and 
indeed leads to regular confusion (based on my conversations in the village 
only!) between the Parish Council and the Parochial Church Council.  This 
confusion is completely understandable.  I fear that this may put some people 
off from serving on the Parish Council as they will think it’s “about the church”.  
Given we struggle to attract Councillors and our current body is all-male and 
largely co-opted, we need to be mindful of all things which may put people off. 
 
As we live in a largely secular society, the wording is archaic.  Additionally other 
faith groups are represented in our village – including a thriving Methodist 
Church. 
 
We have nothing to do with the Church of England! 
 
 

Bishop Monkton Parish Council Agenda Report 
 

https://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s41990/Names+and+styles+for+Parish+Councils.pdf


 
 
 
I believe a name change – although I know many in the village will resist it on the 
basis of “tradition” - will make us more modern and accessible.  The “PC/PCC” 
confusion will also end. 
 
 
It is important to note that any change is not without challenges – we would (for 
example) have to edit all of our Standing Orders and other documents – and 
make changes to the website (we could potentially outsource this administration 
work at quite low cost).  Additionally, there are several statutory bodies we must 
inform. 
 
In a resource-limited organisation this will be challenging and time spent here 
will mean other things don’t get done as fast. 
 
 
Recommendation 

• Discuss / get the views of Councillors at the June meeting. 
• If there is traction, agree our preference between “Village Council” / 

“Community Council”  / “Neighbourhood Council” (I prefer the former). 
• If there is traction, engage in discussions with faith groups (our two 

churches) to test opinions.  We don’t want to insult the churches. 
• If there is support here, consult with the community and only proceed if 

we feel there is support.  We could run a simple “ballot” (not a true 
referendum as the bar and cost for legitimacy is just too high) on Survey 
Monkey 

 
 
P Goodier 
6th June 2025. 



Item 2025/113 d 

 

 

"Bishop Monkton Parish Council may itself photograph, film, record or broadcast 

meetings for its own use. Where recordings are made to ensure accuracy of subsequent 

meeting minutes, it will ordinarily delete such recordings on adoption of the minutes as a 

formal record. An exception will apply where recordings are required where the council 

identifies specific concerns requiring retention and then they will be discarded as soon as 

practicable." 

 



 
Item 2025/113 e 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Agenda item Title:   Commuted Sums 
 
Purpose of Report : Information only 
 
Key Points : Substantial unspent commuted sums exist which are allocated to 
our Parish.  The Village Hall is about to apply for funding for a perimeter footpath 
which will use about £28k of the commuted sums. 
The Village Hall has no plans which can realistically use the c.£3,300 of 
commuted sums allocated to Natural and Semi-Natural Green Spaces – and the 
Village may wish to identify suitable projects relating to wildlife / biodiversity. 

 
The Village should also give thought to the c.£80k of new commuted sums which 
will be received when the last new house at Church Farm is sold – and a likely 
larger sum if Avant proceeds.  The £18.5k allocated from the Church Farm new 
funds to Children and Young People may be of interest for the playground 
project? 
 
The Cricket Club is looking to access funds for new cricket nets.  There will not 
be enough commuted sums to make a material contribution to this project. 
 
 
 
  

Bishop Monkton Parish Council Agenda Report 
 



 
 
 
Recommendation 
 
The available commuted sums are detailed in the table below: 

 
The Village Hall is about to apply for funding to complete the perimeter path on 
the playing field which will cost about £30k.  This will use up the entirety of the 
£7k + £21.5k allocated to outdoor sports facilities (see table below) with any 
additional funding likely to come from Hall funds (subject to committee 
approval). 
 

 
 



 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
  



 
 
 
We are also due to receive significant commuted sums when the last house at 
Church Farm is sold – the allocation below is from the Planning Portal: 

 
 
The £18.5k allocated from these new funds to Children and Young People may 
be of interest for the playground project? 
 
The Village Hall is considering applying for commuted sums for a major 
sustainability project – solar panels, a battery and low carbon heating. 
 
P Goodier 
9th July 2025. 



 

 

 
Background 
Bishop Monkton Parish Council has studied the consultation document relating 
to the new North Yorkshire Local Plan.  We appreciate the opportunity to 
comment and have attached our comments to the relevant sections of the 
document below. 
 
Context 
Bishop Monkton is a Small Settlement with a population of c.605 people and c. 
300 houses, situated in a rural area south of Ripon.  Two major developments are 
likely in the next 2-3 years (one has planning permission and the other an 
allocated site with a full application pending) which will add a further c.80 
dwelling houses – an increase of 27%. 
 
The Village has limited services with no shop and a limited public transport 
service (7 buses per day M-F, 6 on Saturdays and none on Sundays) in each 
direction on a slow service between Ripon and Knaresborough. 
 
There are four road routes out of the village, all designated as minor roads.  They 
have no footpaths beyond the 30mph village limit.  Each has significant 
narrowing and in places is not wide enough for cars to pass in each direction.  
The main route out of the village is to the A61 to the West, where cars must turn 
onto the busy A61, which has a poor accident record. 
 
Other key constraints that should be acknowledged and safeguarded are:  

• the vulnerability and frequency of the village to experience flooding events; 
• the lack of infrastructure capacity in the drainage system to deal with 

surface water and foul water; and 
• the heritage asset and protecting their setting within the village and the 

immediate surrounding area.  
 

It should also be acknowledged that we are currently investigating the feasibility 
of preparing a Neighbourhood Plan that would seek to guidance and control the 
future vision of our village. 
 
  



 
 
 

 

Specific Comments 
 

4. Delivering Sustainable Growth 
4.2 We acknowledge the policy objective for increase housing 

provision in the County.  However, we request that in rural 
settlements where significant development (measured by a 
high percentage increase in housing stock) is already planned 
and will be delivered in the period 2025-2030, as will happen in 
our village, that the Local Plan recognises that only when such 
development is complete will the actual consequences of this 
development (positive and negative) be known.  We therefore 
recommend that a policy should be introduced to protect 
potentially vulnerable rural settlements that are currently 
experiencing significant growth and changes to prevent further 
expansion until such time as the cumulative impact of existing 
planned developments is understood fully. 
 
 
We also believe that as part of the evidence base required to support 
and justify the emerging Plan utility companies  provide evidence of 
sufficient capacity of settlements to accommodate future 
developments, given that it has previously been reported as part of 
decision making process for the two proposed housing schemes in 
our village that it is up to communities to prove that the 
infrastructure is insufficient for demand if they have a concern – and 
clearly we do not have the relevant information. 

4.5 In our view, new housing only supports economic growth where the 
housing is in an area of high, or potentially high, growth – which in 
general is close to major conurbations, Universities and business 
parks.  Development in remote rural communities does not in itself 
support economic growth without growth in employment – it simply 
creates unsustainable commuter villages, putting further pressure 
on the road networks and public transport where / if it exists. 
For the record, we also do not consider it is sound planning practice 
to direct employment provision to remote rural villages such as 
Bishop Monkton. 

4.6 We support the statement that development should be prioritised in 
settlements which already provide a range of supporting services 



 
 
 

 

and facilities.  If this does not happen, more pressure is put on 
remote services which often are out of reach for many residents in 
smaller communities due to poor public transport. 
 
Additionally, development should not be permitted where there is 
evidence of a constraint in infrastructure such as sewerage 
treatment, storm water “overtopping” and electricity supplies unless 
such constraints are addressed in advance. 
 
Where a development does not provide access to sustainable 
transport, it should be recognised that in many cases the need to 
increase private car use may either be constrained (due to highway 
capacity) or may discriminate against the disabled and a generally 
ageing population.  Young people who buy new houses eventually 
grow old! 

4.12 Question: New Settlements.  The ranking you request is as follows: 
1. Provide a range of supporting infrastructure and key services, 

e.g. schools, healthcare, shops, access to green spaces, 
other community facilities, etc.  

2. Provide land for the creation of employment opportunities 
3. Provide a genuine choice in transport options, 
Equal “4”: 
Provide the highest standards of design  
Deliver buildings that are highly energy efficient  
Meet energy needs through low-carbon and renewable 
technologies  
 

4.17 Development Limits: We are not against the concept of defining 
development limits, but we prefer the use of locally-agreed 
Neighbourhood Plan which is a democratic process reflecting local 
needs to determine these limits rather than the use of centrally-
imposed Development Limits.  A Neighbourhood Plan is an excellent 
signpost to developers about the wishes of local residents. 

4.28 Question : Growth Options 
We can see merit in selecting from the following: 
a. Prioritising growth in and around main urban areas  
b. Achieving a greater proportion of development in larger villages 
with a good range of supporting services and infrastructure  



 
 
 

 

d. Growing locations that are well-served by existing and/or new 
high-quality sustainable transport links  
e. Developing entirely new settlements / communities 
 
Option c : “Dispersing development across a broader range of 
settlements, including smaller villages” in our view conflicts your 
aims of achieving Sustainable Growth – smaller villages simply don’t 
have the infrastructure to support the associated need for economic 
growth.  This option would simply create larger “dormitory villages” 
and significantly increase car journeys and congestion, as smaller 
villages are rarely if ever served by good public transport. 
 
In general, housing growth should align with areas of local 
employment growth. 
 

 
 

5. Tackling Climate Change and Flood Risk 
5.4 Your data shows 29% of North Yorkshire’s carbon footprint relates to 

transport.  One way to reduce this is to locate housing close to 
employment, to reduce car mileage and make zero carbon 
commuting (cycling and walking) a credible option. 

5.6 Flood risk is increasing due to the higher frequency of extreme 
rainfall events, which is of particular concern to communities in river 
basins.  New developments should not be allowed to increase this 
risk, and must employ suitable mitigation measures.  A related 
issue, not referred to in your document, is river pollution caused by 
storm water overwhelming foul drains.  The capacity of such 
systems should be considered in planning decisions, with utility 
providers being accountable for providing the information to 
demonstrate this. 

 Question : Adapting to the effects of Climate Change 
(3) We have a specific concern in Bishop Monkton where flooding is 
a regular occurrence, as is foul water systems being overwhelmed in 
storms. This concern should be given high priority in preparing the 
policy framework to ensure your overall planning strategy can adapt 
to Climate Change. 
We support the other objectives in the draft plan. 

 



 
 
 

 

6. Creating Healthy and Sustainable Communities  
 We have no specific comments but support the broad draft policy 

statements and objectives. 
 
 

7. Achieving Natural Environmental Resilience  
 Question: Pollution and ground conditions 

1. Our greatest concern is pollution of the River Ure by the 
inability of our local sewerage treatment plant to deal with (a) 
normal demand and (b) storm water, resulting in raw 
sewerage being discharged into the River Ure – and indeed 
being deposited on our streets. 

 
4. Through the evidence-based work you are preparing for the 

emerging Plan we believe that the planning framework should 
require Yorkshire Water & the EA to back up statements of 
sufficient capacity in planning consultations with their own 
data showing  that their treatment plants and networks are 
operationally capable now and during the Plan period.  We 
have evidence of the contrary – with YW declaring the local 
system to have capacity to planners when publicly available 
data shows regular consent breaches with untreated 
sewerage being discharged into the river. This is an important 
issue and we consider the planning system, through the Local 
Plan process, should be the right vehicle to resolve these 
discrepancies. 

 
 

8. Meeting Specific Housing Needs  
 Question: Affordable Housing  

 
We welcome the delivery of affordable housing as a reasonable 
percentage of any major market housing scheme as this will lead to 
a diverse and mixed community to the benefit of main settlements 

 
9. Creating A Prosperous Economy  
 We have no specific comments but support the broad draft policy 

statements and objectives. 
 



 
 
 

 

10. Creating Resilient Centres 
 We have no specific comments but support the broad draft policy 

statements and objectives. 
 

11. Ensuring Sustainable Transport and Accessibility  
 We believe that the availability and growth of sustainable and safe 

transport links, where possible not relying on cars, should be at the 
heart of planning decisions. 
 
Remote and smaller communities are near-impossible to connect to 
public transport corridors with rapid, high frequency and short 
duration bus services.  The economics simply do not work – meaning 
that car journeys are used (for example) to travel to railway stations. 
 
A high frequency bus service or rail travel are the only services which 
work for commuters in today’s flexible workplace.  Seven buses a 
day may be fine for shoppers, but are not generally useful for 
workers, especially if they do not operate early and late in the day. 

 
12. Securing Infrastructure to Support Growth  
 We firmly believe that inadequate local infrastructure should 

preclude new development in small rural villages. Simply adding 
Houses to the current situation in our village, for example, will add 
misery to existing householders and disappoint new inhabitants. Our 
infrastructure is at capacity in the case of surface and foul water, our 
roads are narrow and weight restricted, on street parking is a 
significant problem.  
As we mentioned in our response to paragraph 4.2, our village has 
already been subject to high level of committed housing growth and 
it is important to understand how this will impacts cumulatively on 
key infrastructure provision and local services before we consider 
any further development.  
 
 
We strongly believe that infrastructure development should precede 
housing development 

 
  



 
 
 

 

13. Achieving High Quality Design 
 We support the broad draft policy statements and objectives. 

 
Design should be in keeping with the heritage of the community / 
settlement, with a blend of styles and be in accordance with local 
design codes that should be produced. 

 
14. Safeguarding the Historic Environment  
 We support the broad draft policy statements and objectives. 

 
Consideration should be given to protect the landscape generally 
including agricultural land, woodland, wildlife habitats, the historic 
sites including designated and non-designated heritage assets and 
the key views. 

 
15. Delivering the Local Plan  
 We have no comments. 

 
  



 
 
 

 

16. Our Village  
 Bishop Monkton is a beautiful village which has benefitted from 

sympathetic and limited development in recent years. 
 
This development has however stretched existing infrastructure – 
specifically roads, sewerage and storm water drainage – to an extent 
where real problems are visible.  A further circa 80 houses are 
expected to be built in the next 2-3 years and residents are 
concerned about the impact these will have on already stretched 
infrastructure. 
 
We feel strongly that further development can only be considered 
once these homes have been built and the data shows where we do, 
and don’t, have headroom for further development.  
 
Furthermore, we expect that consideration of further development 
takes into account our comments about resisting spatial option (C): 
“Dispersing development across a broader range of settlements, 
including smaller villages” as well as ensuring that the landscape 
generally including agricultural land, woodland, wildlife habitats, the 
historic sites including designated and non-designated heritage 
assets and the key views are protected. 
 
  

 
 
Bishop Monkton Parish Council 



Item 2025/113 h 
 
 
We have received a street naming and numbering application for a new development on Land 
Comprising Field At 432860 465889, Knaresborough Road, Bishop Monkton. 
 
 
This will be a residential development comprising of 23 dwellings and 3 new streets, labelled as 
yellow, green, and blue on the attached site plan. 
 
The developer has proposed the following street names for consideration: 
 

 Street name 
  Autumn Way 
  Maple Way 
  Becks Meadow 
  Willow Way 
  Conker Close 
  Chestnut Close 
  Spindleberry Way 
  Wisteria Way 
  Hawthorn Way 

 
Please note that the suffixes (Way, Close etc) above are listed for indicative purposes only and 
may not be the final version.  
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